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session. This is indeed a long period, but
ag the leader of the Opposition has been in
conference with the Premier on the matter
and they have decided that this is the period
during which the House is to.adjourn, | am
not going to raise any objeciion.

Mr. Scaddan: I did not decide.

Mr. TAYLOR: The leader of the Oppo-
sition attended a conference, and was one of
those who decided that this was a most con-
venient time both for the affairs of the coun-
try and the convenience of members of the
House. ln my opinion, a seven weeks' ad-
jonrnment is too long, and the Premiar him-
self if he had thought ont the matter without
taking inlo consideralion some of his sup-
porters would have met the IHounse again
early in January.

The Premier: T also considered . your side
of the House.

Myr. TAYLOR: It is, however, most im-
portant that the Premier should attend this
conference in the Fastern States, and T hope
he will be suecessful in his mission. Af the
same time I cnier my protest at sneh a
long adjournment. This is the third adjourn-
ment during this session, and such a thing
is unknown in the Pmliamentary history
nf Western Australia since we have had re-

sponsgible Government. .
Mr. Walker: It amounts to a quarter of
the year.

Mr. TAYLOR: It is practieally n quarter
of the year. T am not going to divide the
House on the quesfion.

Mr. SPEAKER [6.34 p.m., Friday]: T de-
sirg to say the few words which are cus-
tomary on this oceasion. On behalf of the
Chairman of Committees, the temporary
Chairmen, the officers of the House, and on
my own behalf, T wish to thank hon. mem-
hers who have spoken for their kind expres-
sions of good will towards us, and to offer
them our best wishes for the coming season.
T thank the House for the courtesy and for-
hearance which on all oceasions hon. members
have shown towards us. T think that so far
as the session has gone it has passed off with
zood feeling on alt sides. I do not think the
husiness of the House has suffered in conse-
quence. T hope the Premier will have a very
suceessful mission to the Bastern States, be-
cause on his success depends the well-being
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of the State for the next year. I join with
hon. members in hoping that there will be a
speedy termination of the war, and that the
ending will be one victorions to the British
Empire. 1 again express, on behalf of my-
self, the Chairman and temporary Chairmen
of Committees, and the officers of the House
vur best wishes to hon, members for a Happy
Christmas and a prosperous New Year.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned w 6.36 pm. (Friday).

Negislative Council,
Friday, 1st December, 1916.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
ponn, and read prayers.

MOTION—PRIVATE BILLS.
Hon, W. KINGSMILL (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [4.33]: 1 move—

I, Thal it is, in the opinion of this
House, desirable that all Rills having for
their object the granting of comcessions Lo
specific persons or corporulions should be
brought before Parliament as private
Bills. 2, That il be an instruction lo the
Standing Orders Committee of this House
to revise and bring up to date the Stand-
ing Orders relating to privale Bills,

The motion is designed, in my opinion, to
facilitate to a great extent the operations
of this (hamber. Hon. members will re-
collect thut during the last few davs we
have had three Bills which might be de-
eribed as concession Bills, two of which the
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House has dealt with, one of which is in
process of being dealt with; and 1 under-
stand there is before another plaece another
Bill in the nature of a concession Bill still
awaiting the pleasnre of the Assembly.
When 1 say a concession Bill, 1T mean a Bill
which granls to some specific individual or
some corporation certain valuable rights for
the purpose of that individual or corpora-
tion making a profit by the exercise of
those rights As this is a matter that is
dealt with in praciically all couniries by
means of what is known as a private Bill,
1 think we would be wise 1f we adopted the
procedure in foree in England and in some
of the other States of the Commonwealth.
In denling with this subject of a private
Bill. T mean, not a Bill introduced by a
privaie member, but a Biil in the meaning
or the sigmficance of the term as used in
our Standing Orders. When T say Standing
Orders, T do not alone mean the little volume
which is in front of every member and
which does not eontain the Standing Orders
in connection with private RBills—for the
sike of economy in printing and on accouni
of the fact that these private Bills are so
litHe used in this Parliament—but I think
this is a state of affairs whieh should be
remedied. The Bills T have hefore alluded to
are the Special Lease (Stirling Estate) Bill,
the Speeinl Lease {Lake Clifton) Bill, and
the Kingia Grass Tree Bill. All of these
conler rights whicli are presnmably valn-
able——eclse the applicants wonld not be ap-
plying for them—te private individuvals or
eompanies. That being =o, T think it would
he well if Parliament were to consider these
matters apart from the glamour which {ie
fact of its being introduced by the Govern-
ment throws over any Bill. Perbaps T am
wrong in using the word “glamour”; per
haps T should say the hias of feeling which
is induced either one way or the other by
the fact that the Government have intro-
duced such a measure. Furthermore, in
the interests of the general public, it is as
well that this is so. The Standing Orders
in regard to private Bills provide that when
sueh a Bill is applied for it is open to any
person who feels interested, on seeing the
public advertisement in a newspaper which
is mnecessary before the private Bill is in-
troduced, to come forward and state his ob-

(COUNCIL.]

jeetions, if any, to the Bill, Certain fees
bave to be paid by the promoters or ap-

- plicants in respect to a private Bill. I

think this is only right where a valuable
consideration is being sought for special
purposes, and not for public purpeses. I
think it right that those seeking for it
should at all events pay the State for the
expense and trouble which the officers of
the State are put to in regard to the appli-
eafion.  Again, T venture o say that this
House or another place would gain very
much more information about a Bill treated
as a private Bill than is the case under our
present mode of procedure, for this reason:
‘Flie examination of a Bill or a project with
which it deals bv a seleet committee is part
of the statntory process by which a private
Bill is brought bhefore the House. The fees
in relation fo a private Bill are not extrava-
gant, although in some cases they are some-
what amusing. Tn my opinion they require
to be vevised lo a cerfain extent. Tor in-
stanee, | have here our Standing Orders on
private Bills which hon. members will find,
if they look up the old, unabridged edition
of our Standing Orders, of which there are
several in the Clerk’s office. We have items
like this: For everv dav on which the elerk
shall inquire info the application of the
Standing Orders two guineas” It points to
a glorions vista of profit by means of long
adjournments and further repeated search-
ing by the Clerk at two guineas per diem.
I might explain that the Clerk does not gel
any benefit from this meoney, because another
Standine Order provides that the Clerk
shall render acecount of the fees received,
and pay over the money into Consolidated
Revenue—whieh must be very annoying lo
the Clerk. But there are several instances
in which this sehedule of fees, and indeed
the Standing Orders themselves, could be
revised and brought up to date. I waut te
ensure when this House deals with the
granting of a concession it shall have he-
fore it automatically, without efiort on its
part. all the possible information that can
he obhtained pro and eon.

Hon. J. Duffell: Is it absolufely neces-
sary to bring these before Parliament?

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: No, but T think it
very advisable that they should be brought
hefore Parliament. In the past not always
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have they been brought before Parliament,
and there has been a good deal of heart-
burning and biekering over that course being
followed. I think the present procedure
which the Government have adopted, namely,
ihat this House should bave these concession
Bills brought before it, is a step in the right
direction, and T want to take another step
in the right direction and ensure that
the House shall have as mueh informa-
tion as ean possibly be oblained when
one of lhese private Bills for private eon-
cessions is laid bhefore it. The very nature
of the procedure renders it imperative that
such information should be laid before the
Haousce. Then those who have objections
to make have an opportunity of objecting,
and of giving evidence hefore the select
commiltee which autornatically sits on a pri-
vate Bill. So we have hoth sides representeit,
the promoters or their agenis giving evidence
before the committee, as do also any ob-
jectars to the Bill, and the commitiee then
reports to the Chamber. Take the Kingia
Grass Tree Bill: if that were a private Bill
we should now be in definite possession of
the information as te what was intended by
the proposed lessee in regard to the basis
of the late company, which T take it is a
very important point that the Chamber would

do well to consider when it deals with the

proposition.  We should also have more
information from the experis available in
rerard to the extent of country to be covered
and the number of trees per acre expected to
be won therefrom, We should know whether
ithe claims that this country is a new-found
E1 Dorado, as put forth in the prospecius
read by Mr. Allen, have any foundation
Fact. We should be in a far better position
to deal with this measure than we are now,
and furthermore we should have ihe satis-
faclinn of knowing that this had not cost the
State anything, because fees necessary and
ample to cover Lhe expenses wouid have
been paid by the promoters. The promoters
would he advised before they put up the fees
if their proposition was not a very sound one,
and this would have the effect of preventing
people making frivalous applications for
valuable rights. T do not think there can
he any objection to my motion. The House
will do well to support it. It will faciiitate
the business and gain automatically the maxi-
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mum measure of information ror the llouse
when one of thesz concession Bills is brought
before it. | intend to ask that the House
shall send the first part of the motion along
te another place, and ask for théir coneur-
rence therein. The second part need not be
sent along to adother place, for they have
their own Standing Orders dealing with
private Bills, with which they may or may
not be satisfied. Personally I am not satis-
fied with our Standing Orders in this re-
sepect. | feel sure from the opinions ex-
pressed to me by some of the members of
another place, that the motion will meet with
a eordial reception (bere, more espeecially
because, 85 1 lave already pointed out, it
conters on lthe (Government a certain amount
of immunily from concession hunters, and
also it gives either Chamber an opportunity
of viewing this malter [rom a purely non-
party standpoint.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN (South-East) {4.45] -
[ second the motion,

Queslion put and passed.

On furlher motion by Hon. W. Kingsmill,
paragraph {1) of the resolulion transmiited
to the Assembly for eoncurrence.

BILEL—LOAN, £1,537,000.
.11t Stages.
Received from the Assembly, and on the

motions by the Ceolonial Secretary, read a
firgi and a second time.

In (Commitfee, elcelera.

Bill passed fthrough Cuommittee without
dchate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopied.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL—APPROPRTATION.
All Stages.

Received from the Assembly, and, on
motions by the Colonial Secretary, read a
first and a second time,

In Commitlee.
Hon. W. Kingsmill in the Chair; the
Colonial Secretary in charpe of the Bill.
Clause 1—agreed to.
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Clause 2—Appropriation of Supyplies:

Hon R. J. LYNN: 1 do not like offering
opposition to the Anpnual Estimates as
placed hefore the House in the Appropria-
tion Bill, but it dees appear to me that to
have a Loan Bill and an Appropriation
Bill passed through this Chamber in a very
few minntes without opportunity to members
of the Committee to peruse the items, is
bardly the correct thing. There are various
iteing in the Estimates, if hon. members care
te peruse them, on which the Committee
mighlt wishh fo offer seme commeni. The
Annual Estimates include votes for positions
which the Government do wot propose o fill.
I fully recognise that the Council eannot
deal with items on the Estimates and that
we are not in a posilion to amend the votes
in any particnlar. Nevertheless, thal these
Bills should be put through the Chamber
under a suspension of Standing Orders seems
to me¢ hardly the correct thing. The Police
vote for example makes provision for 11
inspeetors. There are only nine inspeclors
in the force, and, so far as I know, it is not
the intention of the Government to appoint
any more. One can quite understand that
the FEstimates are put hefore the Conneil
only by way of making the neccssarvy pro-
vision so that the expenditure may he in-
curred. On this occasion I echo the protesl
of Mr, Sanderson against things being done
with undue haste here, It appears to me
that {he Estimates might remain in the hands
of this Committee for an hour, if not more,
s0 that members may have an opportunity of
perusing the items. My personal opinion is
that the House should not pass this Bill, at

all events, before a quarter past six, in order ’

that we may have time to know exaetly what
we are voting on. T know it may be argued
that the procedure is merely formal, bat
T remember oceasions when we had in this
Honse Estimates which gave rise to con-
siderable ecriticism, the debates extending
over some time. T remember, too, that pro-
tesls have heen made against dealing with
the Appropriatien Bill while the Standing
Orders were suspended. Tf it is the plea-
sare of the House to pass the Appropria-

tion Bill in a few minntes without
having perused it, I can  only
enter my profest against that course.

[COUNCIL.]

As far as 1 am eoncerned, 1 bave no wish
10 block them, but 1 do consider we should
not be asked to pass these Estimates withont
at least some consideration being given to
them. There may be certain loan appropria-
tions here which are readjustments in con-
nection with trading accounts. It may be
that deficits have heen created, and in order
to readjust the finances money must be laken
out of loan funds; and there is information
in ceriain other direetions which it is desira-
kle the House should have. It is not right
that at the present juncture we should enter
on further ventures pf any deseription, or
expend further money while inlerest ‘is so
igh as it is fo-day without the fullest infor-
mation.  As 1 have said, it impossible for
members to look through all these matters
while the leader of the House rushes through
the Bill elause by clanse and schedule by
schedule, without anybody knowing anything
at all about it. For the Commitiee to assent
to that precedure would, in my opinion, be
distinetly wrong. 1 appeal to this House.
The TFstimated have been printed and sent
up here at five minntes notice, laid on the
Tahle of the House, (he Standing Orders
have been suspended, snd this House is
askerd to pass them. To do so would be dis-

‘linetly wrong and, su far as T am coneerned.

T am not prepared te do it. If I am to vois
un any clause or any schedule, 1 want at
least to have information on it, and T shall
vote against anv item of these Tistimates
until I have received that information.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: I should like to
hear ont the remarks of the hon. Mr. T.ynn—

M. CHATRMAN: T should hike to remind
the lion. memher that those remarks should
have heep made on the seecond reading.

Hon. J. W, RTRWAN: T eonclude T am
in order in referring to the matter now that
it has hoen brought forward. Two Bills have
heen rushed inte our hapds. and we have
heen given scarcely time to look at them be-
fore one is passed. Glaneing through the
schedule, T find an item on which I should
have liked an opportanity of asking infor-
mation, but I had not the time. The item T
refer to is the development of the goldfields.
I find the amount set down for this is only
£19.000, whereas for the development of
agrieulture the sum is £650,250. T shoula
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have liked an opportunity of asking the
Colonial Secretary for an esplanation on
thal, but owing to the way in which the Bill
was brought forward I had not the oppor-
tunity. In the Bill which is now before us
the first thing I look ak is a mistake. I can-
not refer to it now, hut I will take an op-
portunity of doing so at ihe proper time.
I mention this to emphasise the necessity for
v little time being given members to look
through matters placed before them. Had
‘the Colonial Secretary made a few prelimin-
ary remarks, it would have afforded us the
time necessary to run roughly through the
Fstimates, but the Minister apparently took
it for granted that the RBill would be carried
without study and he made no remarks what-
ever, It is useless bringing matters of such
ereat importance before us until we have
had time to logk through them. I support
‘the remarks of Mr. Lynn, and I do not think
he is asking too much when he says that we
should have time al least to read the Bill
‘hefore being asked to vote on it.

. The CHAIRMAN: The question before
the Committee is Clanse 2. T do not want
in any way to limit discussion, but the seeond
reading of the Bill has just been passed.
“T'hat was the time when general remarks on
the Bill should have been made, and I wonld
point ont that the third reading of the Bill
is still to come.

Hon. R. J. LYNN: The clause provides
for an amount of £1,653,413, which repre-
sents the total of the schedules. Tf we pass
(lause 2 we will be voting the full amount
"stated in the schedules.

The CHATIRMAN: Any améndment made
in the schedule would be made as a con-
sequential amendment to the elause.

Hon. R. J. LYNN: But the Committee will
The put in the position of passing something
hurriedly about which they know mnothing.
Tf 1 may accept your advice or ruling, I
understand that, even though Clause 2 be
passed, when the schedule is reached it will
‘he competent to move the deletion of any
item under consideration.

The CHATRMAN: That is so.

Hon. R. J. LYNN: I am pleased to have
vour ruling on the point, hut is seems pecu-
liar procedure if, after passing the eclanse,
it will be competent for the Committee to
amend the schedule.
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The CHAIRMAN: It is not only wy rul-
ing, it is the practice in this Chamber.

Hon. J. E. DODD: Looking through the
schedule I find the items wnder the heading
“Development of Agricnlture,” abattoirs,
freezing and canning works, Wyndham,
£300,000, in the schedule of Appropriation
Bill included under the heading “Develop-
ment of Goldfelds.”’

Clanse put and passed.

Schedules A to F—agreed to.

Schedule G—General Loan Fund:

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: We find under the
heading “Goldfields Development” such items
as abattoirs, cold storage, chilling and can-
ning works, Wyndham, ete.; this is one of
those matters to which I should have liked
to refer earhier, but I had not the time.

The CHAIRMAN: That is an obvious
printer’s error, and will be noted as such.
The line “Development of Goldfields,” where
it oecurs the second time, should be “Davelop-
ment of Agrienlture”  That necessary
amendment will be noted and reported.

Schedule—put and passed.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Third Reuding.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
H. P. Colebatch—East): T move—

That the Bill be now read a third time.

Hon. J. F. ALLEN (West) [5.15]: This
ts the third occasion on whieh T have sat as
a member of this House when the Estimates
have been placed before us, and it is &he
first time that they have been allowed to
pass through without members having an
opportunity of looking into any of the items.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: Why send them to
this House at all?

Hon. J. ¥. ALLEN : No wonder the furni-
ture has fallen over in protest against the
action of the Colonial Secretary. The Bills
which we have passed this afternoon are the
most important measures which have come
hefore the Legislative Council. They provide
the sinews of war and show the manner in
which the money is to be expended, without
whicl: all that we do will be fatile. Hon.
members in this Chamber are elected by the
people of the State, particularly and prinei-
pally to look after this phase of the question.
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We in this House represent the actual tax-
payers of Western Anstralia, We do not
represent the rank and file as they do in the
other Chamber, but those who are ealled upon
to find the sinews of war, to carry on the
affairs of the State,. and yet a matter of
this deseription is allowed to pass throngh
the Chamber without even being seanned or
commented upon. The essential part i1s that
the present Hstimates, judging from the eur-
sory glance T bave been able to give them,
show that the Ministry which was appointed
to supersede the Seaddan Government were
clected to olfice for the speeific purpose of
straighiening the finances of the State, and
to introduee economies in the direction of
assisling lowards that straightening, and if
necessary to inerease taxation for the pur-
pose of meeling the increased expenditure;
but the first duty should have been to prae-
tice economy and reduee the expenditure of
the State. A easnal perusai of the Estimates
reveals the faet that no such attempt has
heen nade, and in my opinion the Ministry
to-day are not entitled to occupy the
vosition  they do  oceupy as  trusiees
of (he FfAnances of Western Aunstralia.
I am making a formal protest against
the aection of the Government in not
giving us an opportunity to peruse the Esti-
mates. T recognise the difficulties of ihe
Government and the enormous tasks (hey
have undertaken, the diffieulties through which
Anstralia is passing in common with the
rest of the Empire, and the time of Ministers
which was (aker up on account of the refer-
endum, but all these {hings do not exeuse
the ,Government of the day for so dealing
with the finances, or this Chamher for allow-
ing the Appropriation Bill to he passed with-
oult anv kind of diseussion. T have on this
oceasion allowed the Bill to go throngh, but
so long as T am a member of this Chamber
if any such attempt is made again to deal
with the Estimates in the manner that was
done to-day, I shall move the adjournment
of the debate irrespective of what the conse-
fuences may be.

Hon. J. EWING (South-West) [5.20]:
As a new member of this House although
with some experience of another place, T
am sastounded at the procedure which has
heen adopted here to-day. T ain fiven lo
understand that in years gone by the Ap-

[COUNCIL.]

propriation Bill has been passed tlirough
this House in a few mioutes. That is borne
out by the fact that the Minister in intro-
dueing the measure made no remarks what-
ever upon if. but I feel that the responsi-
bility rests on the shoulders of members of
this House, and our responsibility is as great
as that of Liouw. members of another place.
1 would be failing in my duty if [ did not
enter a protest against this method of pass-
ing legislafion. I would bave liked very
much e have had an epportunity of erifi-
cising in & friendly manner the aetions of
the Government in conneetion with the Es-
timates, and T would have liked to find out
whether due econowy was being exercised
in regard to the affairs of the Staie before
the contemplaled taxation was placed upon
the shoulders of the people. I understanc
now iltal n commilttee has heen formed lo
go into the {axation proposals, but there will
not be any opportunily of amending these
LEstimates. 1 know it is beyond our power
fo make any alterations to the Estimates,
and thal all we ean do is to protest, but [
thinl there are men of mature brains in this
House, men of experience at any rate, and =
T am satisfied that muoeh good would come
from the Estinates if tley were properly
eriticised. [ would have liked to offer some
criticism in regard to th railways of West-
ern Aunstralia. In my opinion, great econo-
mies enn he cifected in this direction. There
is a greal leakage there and T am denied the
opportunily of giving utterance to the views
I held in regard to the administration ol
that department beeanse as a new member
I would not dream of taking up the time of -
the House unduly, but in years gone by T
have been in a position to offer such eriti-
cism and it proved of value to the depart-
ment and to the Stale. The opportunity is
now lost. T do not desire to detain the
House nnduly. I understand that the Pre-
mier is anxious to gef away to the Eastern
States to-morrow and that his visit there 1s
in the interests of Western Australia, but T
cannol help again expressing my extreme
disappointment that in ¢this Chamber we:
have no idea of the finances, either Loan or
Consolidated Revenue, and that we liave not
had an opportunity of eriticising the Isti-
mates, and offering to the public and to the
Government some sound views in regard to
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administration and economies which should
be effected in the interests of all.

Hon. R. G. ARDAGH (North-Easi)
[3.22]:. T also want to enter my protesi
against ihe manner in which {he business is
heing dealt with in this House and pariiev-
larly s0 when we realise that those gentle-
men who are now silting on the Treasury
Rench have in the past very freely criticised
the actions of their predecessors in a simi-
lar direction. 1 realise that they are doing
their very best in the interests of the State.
hut it appears now that the present Gov-
ernment having attained olfice, have done a
jolly sight worse than their predecessors. T
trust that in the future when Bills of this
deseription are submitted to the House mem-
bers will have an opportunity of discussing
them.

Hon. J. DUFFELL (Melropolitan-Sub-
wrban) [5.24): I cannot allow the oppor-
tunity o pass withont offering a word of
protest against the manner in which the Bs-
timates have heen run through. One would
imagine from the manner in whieh the leader
of the House introduced this Bill that it
wns nolhing short of a joke. He submitted
it without a word of explanation, During
the past month the Government have gone
to the bad to the extent of £117,000. The
Government came inlo ollice to work won-
ders and yet in the face of all (hat has heen
going on, and without anyiling having heen
attempted in the shape of straightening the
finances, the Estimates are brought down in
the form of an Appropriation Bill and
placed before members of this House with-
out a word of comment. One eannot help
but feel that there is something in the at-
ntosphere that is not altogether consoling.
Last session the Appropriation Bill was
held up day after day and almost week after
week by the present leader of the House who
offered all sorts of objections, yet to-day
he comes forward and attempts to pass the
Bill through all its stages without a word of
explanation. All I ean say is that it does
not redound to the credit of this Government
fo attempt to pass measures through the
Chamber in sueh a mapner and 1 want to
place on record my protest against what has
been done this afternocon.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN (South-East)
[3.25]: T would like io offer the last
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speaker this eonsolation that the session is
not vet ended. It is te be adjourned and
the real financial issue will be the first thing
1o come before us early in the new vear.
The essential part of the finaneial adminis-
tration will he the proposals for raising
money and on those proposals T assome
economy will be initiated 1o the utmost Jde-
gree, that responsible Ministers may  find
practical. The main feature of the finan-
cial administration has yet to come hefore
us and then livn. memhers will he able not
only to relieve their own minds but to do
justice to respousible Alinisters. T think
that every hon. member ought to feel that
Mimsters who have the courage to face the
difficullies of adminisiration at the present
time deserve the snpport of all, and T am
very glad to see that the ex-Colonial Secre-
tary has set a good example in this respect.
He has heen prepared right through this
shori part of the session to wait a reason-
able time for Ministers to evolve their pol-
iey.  Under the existing eireumsiances the
faet that the Premier ig leaving the State
to-morrow, that the members of another
plaee have sal for over 24 hours and are
waiting for this Bill, and that the real issue
of the finanees will eome up early in Janu-
ary, [ think that this is the time to main-
tain our =ouls in patienee and deal with the
Government after they have had a fair op-
portunity of evalving their poliey.

Hon. 1. E. DODD (Sonth) [5.29]: T do
not wish 1o say one word by way of adver-
tising the (overnment. but I reeognise that
there are exceptional cirenmstances sur-
rounding Lhe introduetion of measares such
as tlus that perhaps to a certain extent eau-
not he avoided. There is no doubt that witl
the introducfion of all these money Rills
there is n certain amount of hurry at times
which is a hard thing to avoid. T think this
House mizht have had a litle more time in
which to eonsider these Bills. In regard to
the Twan Bill there are items in the
schedule which T think ought not to be
there. T know perfectly well that some of
the items may possibly be the result of the
transactions of the late Government. T dn
not deny that. At the same time conditions
are aliering every day, To have this sam
of money which we have on the Loan Bill
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At the present time, in connection with voles
Lov railways especially, is to my mind
ridiculous. VWhen we have to pay the in-
terest which we shall have to pay we want
to be extremely careful what we do. 1In
regard o the other Bill we are considering,
I de not know that any cne of us has any
time whalever to go into fhe scledules,
and the only item fhat 1 looked at is the
=ame a5 Mr. Kirwan looked at, namely,
that dealing with the development of the
goldfields.  Tn that item T could see there
was a mistake. So far as | am concerned,
whatever may have been the action of the
lute Government T shall consider verv seri-
unsiy when the Bills eome before us for the
consideralion of varions works, whether we
are justified in spending one penny on any
fresh agrienltural railways for some years
to rome.

Hon, H. MILLINGTOXN ({North-East)
[3.33]: Holding the views I do in refer-
«nee to this Chamber 1 consider that the
procedure adopted this afternoon is abso-
Intely correet. We are inclined to take our-
selves seriously, so far as legislation is eon-
cerned. This just shows, boiled down, that
we do not do anything of the kind, We
have here matters dealing with the finances.
1 have always understood that fAnances re-
presented the most important funetion of
ihe Government. 1t appears to me that
althongh we represent the electors of the
State, and we are here to wateh their in-
lerests, the fact remains that on the most
inpoertant question in conneetion with the
wovernment of the counlry we merely pass
somelhing that another Chamber has dealt
with, showing definitely that the people of
1lie country nquite recognise that they de-
pond an the Legislative Assembly to denl
with the most important questions. When
1 voiced my opinion on first entering this
{hamher ihat this Chamber was unueces-
sary lton, members dealt with me in a very
patronising manner. To myv mind this after-
noan has furnigshed additional weighty argu-
ment tn favour of the opinion I then held.
My apinien was that tbe most important
questions were not even placed before us,
as Mr. Kirwan has pointed out, in time for
us even {o read them, let alone consider
them, seeing that it is not part of our busi-
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ness to do so. 1f we are supposed to con-
sider this wmost important business I must
say that [ do not like to pass a thing with-
out reading it. It people understand that
we ¢la not protest in regard to certain items,
we would have to admit that we pass them
and simply c¢hance them, that we thought
they would be all right, that someone else
had admitted them, and (hat we had slummed
our work. 8o long ns 1he Legislative Coun-
c¢il docs its business in this way it will suil
ime, and will serve as an additional argu-
ment in favour of the opinion T hold that
the Legislative Council iz nnnecessary. If
we do not do our work we wili go out of
existence. 1f we make a ponderous pre-
tence of doing it people will begin to bhe-
lieve that we are doing something, buat the
procedure this afternoon is entirely in ac-
cordance with my views, and | shall explain
to my constituents that on the question of
finances this Flouse does not interfere. [
shall have to support the third reading of
the Rill

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN (South) [5.33]:
In justifieation of the protests whieh have
heen raised T need only remind members that
this amount of literature was placed apon
the Table this afterncon, a few minntes be-
fore the Bills were introduced. What is the
object of giving us all that information, the
Appropriation Bill, the schedules and so on,
if it be not intended that we shall have time
at any rate to look through them? As T
explained to the C'ommittee, the first of the
two Bills that were thrown into my hands
was the Appropriation Bill, and whilst look-
ing np matters on the Appropriation Bill ]
found that the Loan Bill had gone throungh,
and that one matier upon which I should
have liked some esplanation from the Col-
onal Seecretary, I had no opportunity of
saying a word upon. There were various
nther matters whieh, if T had had time to
read the. Bill, T should have inqguired for
further information upon. Now, I should
like to know of what use it is to bring
Eorward these Bills to us if we are not sup-
posed to eriticise them or to have time even
to read them? T take it they are presented
to us for the purpose of permitting us te
give an intelligent vote and to criticise them.
but from the manner in which they were
brought forward to-day we certainly have

»
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une such opportunity. A remark has been
made by Mr. Millington which certainly pught
to be taken to heart by members of this
Chawmber, quite irrespective of what our views
concerning the Chamber imay be. We, as
individuals, so long as we are members of
this Chamber, are entitled to carry ouwt our
duties. There are those erities of this Cham-
ber who say that this Chamber is only in
existence in order to block reform. Person-
afly | consider there is a great amount of
justilication for that remark. hal has
happened to-day will ecrtainly justify those
who say that this Chamber has outlived its
usetulhess. May | be permitted to ask a fow
questions of the Colonial Seeretary which
liave been prompted by the remark made
etther by Mr. Allen or Mr. Duffell. The
deiieit has heen inereasing and only in to-
day's paper we sse that the deficit for the
month was something over £100,000. 1 think
{ am right in saying (hat for every one of
thie four months that the present Government
have been in office, there has been a very
considerable deficit. The sam total of these
deficils would come to a gmeat deal, and I
wounld like to ask the U'olenial Seeretary il
he is in a position to inform this Chamber
as to whether or not the Government propose
tv adopt anything in the way of economy
of administration. When the Government
come hefore this Chamber or another place
and ask for increased taxation, I think fhey
ought to make it plain that the money which
they are geiting is heing properly expended,
amd 1 would like to know whether they have
taken, or purpose to take, the guestion of
economy of administration into aceount.
There are a great many other questions of
the same nature. The other malters whicek
T am sure various members of the Chamber
would have liked to have brought forward
we had no opportunity of bringing forward.
This is a matter which T am sure each and
every one of the members of this Chamber
would like te know about, namely, is the
Colonial Seceretary in a position to give
definite  information on the point as to
whether or not these public documents indi-
cate—1 cannot say from the hurried glance
T have had of them—that the Government
propose anything in the nature of economy
of administration? T notice in to-day’s paper
that the expenditure is much greater than
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it was for the eorrespording month of last
year. I think the Colonial Secretary might
tell us whether the expenditure is really
lessening or increasing.

Hon. R. J. LYNN (West) [540]: I am
quite willing to agree with Mr. Millingion
in one respeet, that if another place sits
fur 24 hours or 30 hows, and having be-
vome Llired in the meantime are anxious to
finish their work, we in this Chamber, on
aceount of (he consideration that we should
give to another place, should immediately
pass these Estimates, and be finished and go
lowe. When the Estimates or the Appro-
priation Bill were on last year Mr. Cullen
moved an amendinent to the Appropriation
Bill. The Estimates and the Appropriation
Bill were under diseussion for a weel anfd
Mr. Cullen moved the deletion of or an
amendment to an item respecting the “Kan-
gareo,” I think it was, If the Estimales last
year were worthy of seven or eight days’
consideration, and amendinents could be
moved for considerafion to be given to them
in another place, what has come over the
seene (hat Wwithin a few short minutes we
can come here and pass the same sort of
measures witliont any consideration ai all,
and wilhout even the leader of the Opposi-
tion indicaling in any direction whal the ex-
penditure meant or what it was intended for
in the future? It was the brusbing away of
millions of pounds that might almost be
like brushing papers off one’s table, the
moving of clause after elanse and schedule
after schedule, and then comes the ludicrous
part of it, when the Chairman of Commit-
tees reports that the House has given con-
sideration to this measure and begs to ask
for its final settlement. or death, or any-
thing else, and we are told that the Commil-
tee have carefully considered the Bill when
they have not read it. I have not had time
to carefully peruse all the speeches, or at all
cvenis very few of them, relaling {o the
Appropriation Bill of last year. Sufficient
is it for me to say that we discussed these
Bills and we watched every item. We ques-
tioned everything that in any way migh
affeel the expenditure for the future, and re-
fused to give permission unless we were
fully satisfied and an assurance was given
Iw the leader of the House as to what many
of these items really meant, Let me just
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draw members’ attention to the faet that the
first year I came into this House, four vears
ago, I knew nothing about Parliamentary
procedure,  The Labonur Government then
in power lad embarked on many enter-
prises out of an advanee vote lo the Tyea-
surer. so we were fold at the time by the
leader of the House, and assured that the
Government were justified in embarking o
the building up of these enterprises ont of
a sum of money that the Treasurer had re-
cetved for an advance account. We (ind in
Schedule B a vote of £400,000. and.this i<
how it reads—

To be issned ii and when required
from the public account to enable the
Treasurer to make advances to public
officers and to other persons. or for
payments of deposits on contracts or
on account of other govermments. ete..
nlso to pay expenses of an unforeseen
nature chargeable against the Consoli-
dated Revenue Tund or the General
Loan Fund.

Out of that advance vote the then Crovern-
ment embarked upon certain enterprises,
and they considered they were justified
in the expenditure. We were all very
indighant, and one after another we told
the CGovernment that they had no right to
expend that money. So incensed did
the House become that we passed an
amendment to the Address.in-reply, pro-
testing against warrants being signed with-
out authorisation. That amendment was
duly sent to His Excellency, having bheen
carried againgt the Government of the day.
Wea now protest that if it was bad for the
late Government to have done this, it is
equally wrong now. Of course it has
always been the custom to do it. When
Mr. Drew was leader of the House and we
came to an item like  Other undertakings,
£114,100," nearly every member said to
the then leader, “We are not going to
give you a blank cheque like that to be
expended probably on some socialistic
undertaking.” We want your assurance
that the State will not be committed to
anything in the way of State enterprises
before we vote you this amount.” Yet
in this Schedule E we have the same item.
* Other undertekings.” Has any hon.
member asked the Colonial Secretary what
it is for ? We had heen led to helieve

. back.
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that many of these state enterprises would
have been ¢losed before now, yet they have
been continued. If * other undertakings '
means that any losses in c¢onnection with
these enterprises are going to be a charge
against the State, [ will refuse to vote for
the Bill without further consideration. It
is all very well for Mr. Cullen to support
it. This is the first time he has allowecl
the Estimates to go through without
protest. Yet he now says that, on account
of the tired feeling of members in another
place, we should pass this and send it
Mr. Cullen also said that economy
was not the wateh-word. If economy is
not the watch-word to-day, what is?
Taxation, Mr. Cullen told us. Every hon.
member should have been given the fullest
opportunity of considering the Bill, so
that a comparative table might have been
set off against the provision of 12 months
ago. Hurriedly looking through it, we
find * compassionate allowances,” ' addi-
tional ¢lerical allowances,” ‘ honorariums ™
for this and for that. Yet we are askec
to put the whole thing through without
further consideration. If the Colonial Sec-
retary intends to reply, I hope he will
tell us something of the 8.8. *' IKangaroco.”
Some of the debentures have been re-
deemed, and provision is made for the
redemption of £140,000 worth of stock,
with a special sinking fund, Seeing that
the purchase of this ship gave rise to a
lengthy debate in the House, that charges
were made respecting that purchase, and
that it was stated freely that the ship
should not have been purchased, it is
reasonable for us to ask what is now the
position in regard to her. Does it mean
that the redemption of the stock and the
special sinking fund are something that
has been earned by the ship, or something
which Consolidated Revenue has to pay ?
In the Colonial Secretary’s Estimates, we
find a vote for inspectors in the service.
That vote has never been made use of yet,
notwithstanding which it is again on the
Estimates. What is it Jor ? Is it not
merely to inflate the amount which the
department has had at its disposal, or
is it intended that the Estimates are not
to be taken in a serious manner ? I agree
that we in this Chamber are not taken
seriously when we are treated in this



[1 Decemser, 1916.]

fashion, and that what we may sey here
has very little weight at the present tine.
If necessary, I will vote for the postpone-
ment of the se¢cond reading in order to
offer my protest against the procedure
followed. I have never hefore known the
Appropriation Bill to be sent up and hurried
through without our having an opportunity
of reading it. That is what has been done,
yet the Chairman will report that con-
sideration has been given to the Bill
Take the ‘‘ development of the goldfields
and mineral resources,” the ‘‘ development
of agriculture,” and then take ‘ Railways,
£466,000.”" This schedule is for the services
of the year, as detailed in the Estimates
of expenditure from Loan TFund. The
Colonial Secretary may know all shout
these items, but T most certainly do not,
and the leader of the House has given us
no information. 1 protest against £466,000
being spent out of Loan ¥Fund under
existing conditions. I mey be quite on
the wrong track, but in the absence of
information I can only treat the item as it
appears to me on the schedule. Is this
anything in connection with the con-
tinuation of a policy, or is it in order to
complete construction of any line? Ts
it the intention of the (Giovernment under
existing conditions to buy all this material
at the excessive rates prevailing, and in
face of the scarcity ol tonnage and of
labour, and so inflate the cost of these
works 7 Is that an item intended for
advances out ol the Agricultural Bank,
or an item in connection with the wheat
scheme ! We have no knowledge. It is
almost too late to inquire now, seeing that
the Bill has gone through Commitiee in so
hurried a fashion.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: The hon. member
keeps on making referenges to the '* hurried
manner *’ in which this Bill was put through

Committee. I do not think he is justified
in doing so. I purposely put each clause
and each schedule much more slowly
then usnal. I hope Mr. Lynn will do me

the justice of acknowledging that, and of
refraining from making references which
have almost a personal application to me as
Chairman of Comimittees.

Hon. R. J. LYNN : I am sorry the Chair-
man of Committees should think I make
reflections upon him. I did not think tha
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inference was there. 1 can assure him
that I have no wish whatever to make any
reflection. However. we ought to have
some explanation of what this vote “ De-
velopment of Agriculture ” means. 1 do
not know whether the regent picnic on a
State farm sahsorbed any meney from this
vote. I consider that any member of the
House is justified in making a protest
against such & measure as this going through
without any thought or consideration.
We are told, on good nutherity, that many
farms have been abandoned, and are in
the hands of the Agricultural Bank for
sale, We are told there is little or nothing
doing in the Lands Department. Yet on
the Estimates there is a large amount for
additional clerical assistance. That fact
does not appeal to me as indicating a
desire on the part of the Government to
effect economies. Considering the large
number of c¢ivil servants who have gone
to the Front, the salary votes should be
much less this year than they were last
year, The additional votes included in
the Bill are such as one would like to
examine. and compare with the figures
of previous years. The same remark applies
to the workers’ homes vote, compassionate
allowances, contingencies, and even to
honorariums for good services performed
in any direction. I have no desire to
stonewall the measure any further. I am
stone-walling merely on principle. 1 desire
to protest against a procedure which, in
my opinion, is ‘distinetly wrong. Had
another party been in power to-day, this
Bill would not have got through in so
short & space of time. Believing that,
as I do, I protest against the action of the
party now in power, in putting this Bill
through in half an hour, without any
consideration. without members having had
en opportunity of even perusing the
measure.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
H. P. Colebatch—East—in reply} [6-6]:
I would be quite content to let the Bill
go to its third reading now ; but I must
say a few words in reply, lest it might be
thought that I was discourteous to hon.
members. This lengthy and somewhat
unusual third reading debate has come
upon me a& & surprise of a very refreshing
and pleasing nature. T trust that the
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comments made by hon. members will
receive dune attention, not only from mem-
bers of another place and from the Govern-
ment, but from the public in general. The
attitude I have taken up in regard to the
Estimates for years past is that the practice
followed, not only in this House, but
generally followed, has reduced the Estim-
mates practically to a farce. There have
heen Governments who were in power for
years, who had long recesses in which
to prepare Estimates and financial pro-
graanmes ; and yet it has happened over
and over again that the Appropriation Bill
and the Loan Bill have not reached this
Chamber hefore the closing days of the
session. In the present instance, the Crov.
ernruent did not ¢ome into power until the
year covered by these Estimates had been
entered upon—in fact, a couple of months
of the year had gone. Since that time the
Government, for one month, were employed.
with other members of this House, and
with citizens generally, in the referendum
campaign. Practically all the rest of the
time has been devoted fto urgent Parlia-
mentary business.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: Why did not you
get a Supply Bill to carry you on ?

The COLONIAL
the face of those facts, hon. members who
have apparently seen nothing wrong in
the actions of previous Governments long
established in office, Governments who had
enjoyed long periods of recess to prepare
their Estimates, now expect the present
Government to do semething that has
never been effected in the past. It has been
said that when the Appropriation Bill was
introduced last year I made certain protests
and moved in regard to certain items I
did. But I knew what I wanted. I did not
talk about schedules on the third reading.
I did not get up in Committee and ask
about the schedule of a Loan Bill when an
Appropriation Bill was being discussed.
There were certain matters of pelicy in
regard to which my action afforded the
only means of attack, since those matters
were included in the Appropriation Bill
I attacked those matters of policy in the
proper plage and in the proper way ; and
it was quite open to hon. members to teke
the same course, had they wished, this
afternoon, except for this fact, that these

SECRETARY : In
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Estimates do not express any matters of
new policy, and thus hon. members, by not

discussing these Estimates, do not forego
the privilege of discussing any matter of
new poliey which the Government intend to
introduce. It has been said that in moving
the second reading of this Bill I made no
speech, Had I embarked on a speech,
where should I have stopped? Hon.
members have probably read the Premier's
speech in introducing the Budget— a model,
I think, of c¢ondensation and brevity,
covering about eight newspaper columns.
They have also probably read the speeches
delivered by Ministers in another place
when introducing their particular Estimates.
Had I made & comprehensive second
reading speech on this Bill, the very long
sitting which our friends in another place
hope shortly to complete would have been
brief in itself compared with the time that
I should have had to oecupy. 1 would ask
hon. members to put to themselves this
question : what is the chief reason for the
great deficit that we have to face in Western
Australia to-day ? Js it a reason that we
can attack on Estimates now ? I maintain
that it is not. Five years ago, when the
last Liberal Government left office, the
interest and sinking fund bill of this State
amounted to one million sterling. The
whole of the loan money borrowed and
spent up to that pericd had been spent
economically on revenue producing under.
takings, with the result that the whole of
the million sterling required annually for
interest and sinking fund came out of the
profits of those undertakings, over and
above working oxpenses and renewals.
Not one penny was taken out of the pockets
of the taxpayers for the purpose of meeting
interest and sinking fund. What do we
find at the present day ? As the result of
the operations of the last five years, the
interest and sinking fund bill has increased
by three-quarters of a million sterling, and
there has been no corresponding inerease in
the profits from the undertakings on which
the huge sum of money borrowed in the
last five years has been spent. The money
has been spent extravagantly ; muck of
it has been spent on works which, so far
from being reproductive, do not cover their
working expenses ; and the result is that
to-day practically the whole of that addi-
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tional three-quarters of a million of interest
and sinking fund has to be raised by tax-
ation and has to come out of the pockets
of the taxpayers. That is the reason for
our defieit. It is the careless and wasteful
expenditure of Josn money during the past
five years that has put Western Australia
in its present position ; and no amount of
consideration of the Estimates on the
Consolidated Revenue Account can remove
that difficulty.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: What Government
was responsible for the Fremantle dock ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: As
regards the Fremantle dock, I do not
remember the exact amount of the loss ;
but the dock was a mistake and an error
which cast the State some £200,000. Any
Government in power for a long period of
years—or, to be more accurate, any succes-
aion of Liberal Governments in power for a
long period of years—may be congratulated
if they made only one mistake involving
the loss of £200,000. If that work is put
in with all the others carried out by Liberal
Governments, the sum total of their loan
expenditure showed this result—that the
undertakings paid their working expenses,
peid their maintenance, and paid the whole
of the interest and sinking fund bill on the
money borrowed.

Hon. C. Sommers: Did the Fremantle
members support the construction of the
dock ?

Hon. R. J. Lynn: I did not.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Fremantle members supported the proposal
more enthusiastically than anybody else.
If I were to start now to tell the tale of
the undertakings initiated by the previous
Government, in which losses of £200,000
had been made, I should be here until
midnight. But I content mysell with
repeating the general staternent, that I can
prove by reference to the figures that the
addition of three-quarters of a million
sterling to the mterest and sinking fund
bill of this State, which resulted from the
five years’ administration of the last Govern-
ment, was made without any corresponding
inecrease in profits to pay interest and sink-
ing fund. The consequence is that the
taxpayers of this State are three-quarters
of a million per annum worse ofi than they
were before.

53]
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Hon. J. M. Drew:  You supported
nineteen out of twenty of those proposals.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : I could
take my honourable friend from one pro-
posal to another that I opposed. There
was the purchase of the Perth tramways
for something more than double their
worth. There was the power house, to be
built for £160,000, but which will not
be completed for much less than three
times that amount.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: Did the hon.
member support the agricultural railways ¥

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes,
I supported the agricultural railways ; and
had the previous Government followed the
example set by their predecessors and
built those agricultural railways on a
gystemn by which the Public Works Depart-
ment competed against private contractors
in tendering for the work, those railways
would not have cost anything like so much
as they have done. As to the Wyndham
Freezing Works, had the late Government
carried out that proposition by ocontract,
or had they enforced the contract they
entered into, we should probably have
had those works completed for the £150,000,
which was the amount of that contract.
But they did not, and now it is found that
the works will cost £465,000 sterling. One
hon. member has said that when the present
Government c¢ame into office they were
going to work wonders. No member of
the present Ministry ever said he thought
they were capable of working wonders.

Hon. J. F. Allen: If the leader of the
House is referring to me, I deny that I
said the members of the present Govern-
ment were going to work wonders. I said
they claimed they were going to practice
economy.

The COLOXIAL SECRETARY : I make
no reference to the hon. member. The
hon. member who said that when we came
into office we were going to work wonders
was Hon, J. Duffell. He made that
statement, for which there iz not the
shadow of a foundation. I defy him to
prove that any member of the present
CGovernment said they were going to
work wonders. So far as these estimates
are concerned, I would remind the House
that they were prepared to a large extent
by our predecessors. A month of the
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financial year had gone by when we came
inte office. If hon. members are prepared
to treat the Government fairly and give
us an opportunity of investigating the
affairs of the department the Government
are quite prepared, if they have that
opportunity, to effect economnies and to
be then judged by the public on the question
a5 to whether they have carried out their
promise to effect economies or not. Hon.
Mr. Lyon has referred to the fish shops.
Let me assure him now that the fish shops
will be closed, and let me invite the hon.
member’s assistance, if he can give it to
me, in securing & decent price for the
steamer ““ Una,” which has been largely
regponsible for the losses incurred in the
fish supply business. As to the “ Kan-
garoo,”” I am pleased to be sble to tell
members that that vessel is ** doing very
well, thank you ™ and will prove a profit.
able proposition. Hon. members will have
an opportunity of dis¢ussing the Govern-
ment’s texation proposals when the Bills
are before the House. I cannot say any-
thing on the general subject of the finances
now, because the proposals of the Govern-
ment must be dictated to a large extent by
the conference to attend which the hon.
the Premier is leaving to-morrow for
Melbourne.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time and passed.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

The COLONIAL, SECRETARY (Hon.
H. P. Colebatch—East) [6-18]: I move—

That the Housge at i3 rising do adjourn
uniil Tuesday, January 25rd, 1917.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 6-19 p.m.,

“1914. Regulations, 10,
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Aegislative Council,

Tuexday, 23rd January, 1917,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read pravers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

BBy the Colonial Seeretary: 1, Return show.
inv the premises rented by the Government.
2, Annual Reports (a) Fremantle Harbour
Trust, (b) Water Supply, Sewerage and
Drainage Department, (¢) Registrar of
Friendly Societies, {d) Department of Agri-
culture, (¢) Department of Public Works and
Trading Coneerns, (f) Perth Observatory.
3. Government Savings Bank, annual balance
sheel, report, and returns for the year end-
ing 30th June, 1916. 4, By-laws of the muni-
cipalities of (a) Fremantle, (b) Perth, (e}
Kalgoorlie, {(d) South Perth. 5, Roads Aet,
1911, {(a) Amendment of Schedule “N” of
the Uniform By-laws, (b) By-law of the
Road Boards of Collie, Cottesloe Beach, Kal-
zoorlie, Merredin, Mullewa 6, Metropolitan
Water Supply and Sewerage WDepartment,
amendment of hy-laws. 7, Health Aet, 1911,
{a) Amendments to the Food and Drug Reg-
ulations, (b) By-laws of the Road Boards
of Bavswater, Kookynie, Westonia, (¢) byv-
laws of the Municipal Councils of Perth,
Collie 8, Stale Sawmills, Auditors’ report,
balance sheet and profit and loss account to
June 30th, 1916. 9, Plant Diseases Aet,
Abattoirs Aci. 1909,
Regzulations.

SELECT COMMITTEE — KINGIA
(GRASS TREE CONCESSION BILL.

Report presented.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL brought up the re-
¢ ort of the seleet committee appointed to in-
quire into the Kingia Grass Tree Conecession
Bill.

Report received and read, and ordered to
he printed.



